
Maritime Profession:  

Deck Officers of Seagoing Vessels 
 

(Ng Hiu Tung (Deck Officer of Seagoing Vessels (Second Mate)) 

 

I am a deck officer of seagoing vessels 

 

Now I have to start a day's work 

 

As a second mate, 

I am also serving as the second assistant to the Master  

and my position is second only to the chief mate 

My major duty is to assist the Master 

in ensuring navigation safety of the vessel 

For example, paying attention to nearby waters to avoid shoals, 

sea conditions and  

sudden change in weather 

 

Many people think that seafaring mainly involves manual work 

In fact, we also have to handle paperwork 

I have to work out the passage plan according to the Master's 

instructions, 

prepare suitable navigational charts, 

draw course lines on the charts, 

calculate sailing distance 

and finally submit the passage plan to the Master 

I also have to keep all navigational equipment on board,  

such as radar and communication systems, under regular maintenance 

If there is any problem, 

I have to report to the Master immediately 

 

I could say that I am responsible to  



the safety of all the people and goods on board. 

This responsibility makes me think carefully before making every decision 

In fact, it is also a great opportunity to train up myself 

 

To become a deck officer, 

one must enrol in specified diploma or degree courses  

and complete pre-sea training after graduation, 

in order to be qualified as a cadet on a sea-going vessel 

 

(Entry Requirements of Deck Officers 

2-year Higher Diploma in Maritime Studies (Maritime Services Training 

Institute under the Vocational Training Council)/ 

4-year BBA(Hons) in International Shipping and Transport Logistics (The 

Hong Kong Polytechnic University)/ 

Other Bachelor degrees in Nautical Studies or related subjects 

 

Have completed the following training courses of Maritime Services 

Training Institute 

- Personal survival techniques 

- Fire prevention and fire fighting 

- First aid  

- Personal safety and social responsibility 

- Security awareness training 

 

Deck cadet) 

 

Having obtained certain sea-going experience  

and passed the examinations for respective Certificates of Competency, 

one may then be eligible to be promoted from a cadet 

to a third mate, a second mate and a chief mate step by step 

The highest rank in the deck department is Master 

Eligible cadets can receive government subsidy  

 



 

Officers receive professional training,  

including vessel operations, 

application of nautical instruments, 

navigation meteorology, 

survival skills, 

fire fighting, fire prevention and first aid, etc. 

After joining the industry for three to four years,  

cadets could generally become third or second mates 

The salary is quite good  

 

(Career Path of Deck Officers, Seagoing Vessels 

**Have obtained sufficient sea service experience 

Completed training courses of Maritime Services Training Institute  

**Eligible cadets can receive government subsidy  

 

Master Mariners: Certificate of Competency (Deck officer) Class 1  

(Master Mariner) 
 
Chief Mates: Certificate of Competency (Deck officer) Class 2 
 
Second Mates: Certificate of Competency (Deck officer) Class 3 
 
Third Mates: Certificate of Competency (Deck officer) Class 3 
 
Deck Cadet) 

 

(Remuneration (Mean Average Gross Wages in 2017) 

 

Source: Annual Survey of Wages of Hong Kong Registered Seafarers 

conducted by the Mercantile Marine Office of Hong Kong 

 

Deck Officers of Seagoing Vessels  

Master    $98,339 



Chief Mate   $76,244 

Second Mate  $54,405 

Third Mate   $33,941) 

 

I went to a career expo a few years ago 

and visited a booth about maritime industry 

When I learned that seafaring would enable me to visit different countries, 

Then I enrolled in the Higher Diploma in Maritime Studies provided by 

Maritime Services Training Institute without hesitation  

 

As a deck officer for four years, 

I worked on vessels that mainly sail in the Southeast Asian region 

I have been to many places, 

for example, Taiwan, Japan, Vietnam and the Philippines, etc. 

By visiting the places in person, 

I realised that the world is much bigger than I thought  

 

I am quite outgoing 

and I have been living in Hong Kong since birth 

I hope to see and explore different places around the world  

Navigating such a large vessel on the sea 

makes me feel free and unconstrained 

That is also why I choose to become a seafarer 

 

I usually work with foreign crew,  

communicating with them mainly in Putonghua and English  

Although we are of different nationalities and speak different (native) 

languages, 

we do get along very well like a family 

Sometimes when I finish my duties,  

I will go to the deck to help others  

This helps me improve my seamanship and better equip myself to 

become a chief mate on the one hand,  



and strengthens communication and tacit understanding between me 

and the crew on the other hand 

 

I hope that after I have obtained the Class 1 certificate and being qualified 

to become a Master  

I can take command of a seagoing vessel 

or further develop my career on the shored-based maritime services 

sector 

 

Seafaring is not an easy job 

Life on the sea can be hard 

For instance, there was once when we were at sea,  

we were caught in a storm 

Thanks to the extensive experience of the Master and the collaboration 

among the crew, 

we finally arrived at our destination safely 

Being able to travel around the world, 

work with a nice crew, 

and navigate a large seagoing vessel  

on the sea 

are giving me impetus to work 

 

That's what I've to do in a day 

I will call it a day 

Goodbye 

 

(Special Thanks  
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